Russel & Amanda

and Christopher, our wonderful son from Russel’s prior marriage

Enjoying the Outdoors

And Ellie & Cocoa too!

Thank You So Much
Thank you for your strength and courage as you consider us as parents for your child.
If we are lucky enough to be chosen by you, we commit to providing your child with
a life full of love, laughter and opportunity.
We believe in showing kindness to everyone; we believe in the strength of family; we
believe in having the courage to try new things, and we believe in living life to its
fullest. We are hoping to share all of these beliefs – and more – with your child.
We are committed to ensuring your child will always know how much you love them
and how hard you worked to find them the right family. If we are so fortunate to be
the family for your child, we promise to do everything we can to fulfill the dreams
you have for him or her.
Thank you for taking time to learn more about us. We are so grateful for your act of
selflessness during what we can imagine is a challenging time. We wish you strength,
and hope you find the perfect family for your child.

About Us
We are a blended family based on love, not
blood. Both of our mothers were adopted and
Russel was raised by someone other than his
biological father. We believe in being open and
keeping our connections with both biological and
adoptive families. During a recent holiday, we had
our blended family come together to celebrate at
Russel’s dad’s house. Your baby will be raised to
treasure their roots and your love for them.
According to your preferences, we look forward to
sharing pictures and stories with you as your baby
grows.

We love to laugh and be silly. We look at
situations as ‘glass half full’ and are grateful for the
joys we have in our life. For instance, sometimes we
talk in funny British accents that we learned from a
movie, just so we can laugh. One time, Russel
ordered a meal at a restaurant using his British
accent. The waitress believed him, so we all played
along. We eventually lost it in a fit of giggles and
confessed to the waitress who in turn thanked us in
her own version of a British accent.

We are an active family and we love exploring new
places. During a typical weekend you can find us outdoors,
trying our hand at fishing, walking around the morning
market or taking a short day trip to explore a nearby area.
While fishing at the beach one day, we noticed a TV crew
setting up. When we went to take a closer look, we were
informed that National Geographic was about to film a sea
turtle hatching – moments later over 50 baby sea turtles
crawled from their nest in the sand to the water in front of
us. We were so appreciative to be a part of that moment.

Amanda by Russel
It doesn’t matter if we are in line at the grocery store, at a restaurant or walking on
the sidewalk,

Amanda says hello to everyone and she will then ask them

how their day is going. She genuinely cares about others; even if we are not
receiving the best service, she will say “everyone has a bad day, we should try to
make them smile”. One time while riding in the car, a lady was crossing the street
with groceries and the bag opened up. I didn’t even have time to react and Amanda
was out in the road helping the lady put her groceries back in her bags. Your baby
will learn to appreciate every person for who they are, regardless race, religion,
background or environment.

Every year, she picks a
Christmas craft that we can make together as a family.
Christmas is Amanda’s favorite holiday.

One year, we put Christmas paper on all of the pictures in our house
so it looked like we had presents hanging from the walls.

Amanda is an excellent mother to Christopher in the most
natural way. Even though he was 7 years old when they first met, she loves
him unconditionally as if she knew him from day one. Amanda and Christopher
love to dance. One time, a local town was having its Annual County Fair and
Amanda and Christopher started dancing in the town square. The other people
in the crowd started surrounding the two of them and clapping along to the
music.

Amanda loves exploring places both near and far. Her favorite place
she’s ever visited is Italy, but on a typical weekend it is not uncommon for us to
take day trips and visit little towns near us. Two years ago we were lucky enough
to visit Italy and we went to every little town we could to learn more about their
culture and traditions. We stayed at a small farm which grew their own meat and
vegetables and we even made our own pasta. Your baby will be raised to
appreciate cultures other than our own and learn about this great big world of
ours.

Russel by Amanda
Russel lives his life with the greatest appreciation for family,
health, home, and the little things in life. Soon after meeting
Russel, he introduced me to a beautiful tradition he and Christopher
take part in every Sunday night called “Thankfuls and Wishes.”
They each take a turn sharing 5 things they are thankful for, 5 wishes
for others (it can’t be about them), and then they talk about one
thing they want to come true for someone else that next week.

Russel has a passion for music and fills our home

every day with the sounds of the guitar. We joke with
him because he’s not able to do anything else while he
plays. We try to get him to talk or sing, but he can’t do
those two things at once.  Once, when we had a family
cookout, Russel picked up his guitar and played songs that
we all sang along to. He’s even taught Christopher to play
a few songs and they will put on little concerts for the
family.

Russel is a runner and recently completed the Chicago Marathon - a goal
he set for himself years ago. He spent many months training and had a few
setbacks, but he never gave up. Russel likes to accomplish things he’s never
done before. Hewill support your child in reaching whatever goals he or she
has in life.

Russel is absolutely one of the most loving, patient and playful fathers I have ever
known. For instance, last weekend he and Christopher were running around playing
tag and acting like crazy kids one moment and then cozied up together on the couch a
few minutes later while Russel responded to a heartfelt question from Christopher.
Your child will never doubt Russel’s love and will be raised in a home where he or she
is encouraged to talk openly about anything on their mind.

Becoming a Couple
We both had given up on blind dates and had decided to try a new
approach, that is when we met on eHarmony. We think back & laugh
at all the crazy profiles we viewed until we came upon each other’s –
full of pictures of family and fun. Amanda

knew she was looking
for someone who was really close to his family. Russel’s
profile grabbed her attention right away. Our first date was at a
restaurant. They sat us in a private room since the main dining area was
full. We both remember thinking “I hope this goes well because we are
stuck in here all alone.” Well it did go well - we left hours later upon
finding out that there were no other customers remaining!

Russel started playing guitar at age 13. He was in a couple bands

teach guitar to kids. He also knows how
to play piano. One of Amanda’s favorite artists is James Taylor
and he used to

and for one of our first dates, Russel learned a James Taylor song
called “Sweet Baby James” and took her to the beach to play it for
her at sunset. By the time he started playing, the sun had set and
the beach was closing - we were asked to leave by the security
officer. We found another nearby park where he started to play
again, but now the mosquitos had come out and he was trying to
be very sweet while swatting the mosquitos away from us. Amanda
smiled appreciating what he had done, then finally we looked at
each other, said “let’s get out of here” and ran for the car!

An important part of becoming a couple was introducing Christopher

Christopher was very accepting of our
relationship from the start – he always wants people around
to Amanda.

him to be happy. Amanda and Christopher first met at the beach. We
spent the day swimming and playing on a 2-story inflatable slide on
the beach. In the water, Christopher found a shell that was shaped
like a ring – he gave it to Russel and said, “maybe one day you can
give this to Amanda and we can all be a family.”

Christopher
We believe in the importance of a good
education. When we have Christopher, we spend
time with him on his homework and school projects.
Christopher is a great student - we don’t worry at
report card time because we know that he always
tries his best. Your child will have a big brother that
encourages him or her to be a hard worker, never
give up, and be the best they can be.

Some of our favorite memories are made when we spend
time with Amanda’s cousin Becky and her children. The

kids look up to Christopher who is like a big brother
to them. They play hide-and-seek, spend hours in the pool,
and in this picture are hitching a ride from Christopher in
their toy car. Christopher must have “driven” them on the
sidewalk for an hour until the battery in the car gave out.
Your child will have great playtime with cousins and his or
her older brother Christopher, and will also have undivided
attention during the times when Christopher is with his
mother.

In our family, we are always encouraging each other to try
new things. We always say, “you won’t know if you like it until
you try it.” Something that Christopher tried which has now
turned into one of his favorite hobbies is riding horses. He started
doing it for fun, then began taking lessons, and now he
participates in competitions with his horse named Penny. Your
child will be supported and encouraged to try activities and sports
that they show an interest in.

Values & Traditions
We look forward to learning about your family traditions and are committed to incorporating them into
your child’s life.

For the last 5 years, three generations of our
family have taken part in a local 3-mile walk/run
race together. The first year, Christopher ran so fast
for the first mile that he had to walk the next mile to just
regain his breath. As we approached the finish line, he
turned on the Rocky theme song and said “Let’s do this”.
Your child will be involved in activities that help promote
a healthy lifestyle.

One of the things we look forward to is our Annual Jam

Making Party. We pick fresh strawberries from a local farm and
turn them into jam to share with our friends and family. We
usually pick so many strawberries that we need extra people to
help put all of them in our car. Once back to the house,
Christopher and Russel clean and crush the berries; Amanda and
her step-mom prepare the jars and add the rest of the
ingredients. After many hours of stirring and pouring, we have
fresh jam to last us the rest of the year. Today, we still have jam
leftover from 2 years ago!

Every year we get together with Amanda’s
mom’s family for a two-day family reunion.
Each person brings a couple dishes for the
others to enjoy. One year, Amanda was in
charge of the deserts and she baked an apple
pie – her first ever and it tasted great! It was so
good, she is now asked to bring it every year to
the reunion. Your baby will know the

importance of family traditions and being
a part of a large extended family.

Our Home & Neighborhood

Our home is located on a dead-end street. Since we don’t have to worry about traffic, we spend a lot of

time outside – riding bikes, playing basketball and having fun with the neighborhood kids. We have
two big oak trees that the kids love to climb. One day, we found two baby squirrels near one of the trees. We
wrapped them up in a towel and brought them to the nearby animal rescue center. Your baby will be raised in
a safe, secure neighborhood, full of wholesome adventures and the company of other children.

We are so lucky to live only 5 minutes from the

beach. We usually visit the beach in the afternoon to take
walks, watch the sunset, and play in the sand. A few

months ago, we rolled up our pants and walked along
the water’s edge to collect shells. When we were done,
we convinced Amanda that we should bury her feet and
legs in the sand. With no towels to clean up, the car
ended up pretty messy from our sandy feet, but we had
so much fun that we didn’t care!

Three blocks away from us is a huge park. It has a playground,
football and soccer fields, basketball & tennis courts, a dog park and
walking trails. We love going to the park to take walks and play tennis.
It’s a good thing we all have a sense of humor because half of the
tennis balls end up being hit over the fence. I guess you could call us
beginners! Thank goodness for the nice people who offer to throw our
balls back into the court.

Family
We have many family members that live within 30 minutes of us. In addition to an older brother, your
child will have 8 grandparents, 15 aunts and uncles and over 20 cousins.

Our family rallies together when someone needs help
around the house. Last winter, we decided we needed to replace a
small deck in our side yard. Instead of calling Home Depot, Uncle
Rod and Aunt Doris grabbed some hammers and helped us tear
down the old deck. Rod and Russel put the new deck together by
themselves. Your baby will always have family support and learn
how to do things for themselves with the help of their loving
family.

We love spending time outdoors, especially
playing in the pool. Our niece Sophia and nephew
Austin had their first swimming lessons in our pool – now
they are all little ‘water bugs’. While the dogs play fetch
in the yard, we all get together and play pool games.

When we get together with family, we like to play

games of all kinds– two of our favorites are Monopoly
and a word game called Bananagrams. Whenever we
played Monopoly with Russel’s grandmother,
Christopher wanted to be the banker so he could give his
great-grandma an extra hundred dollars every time she
passed “Go” because she was 100 years old. Your baby
will always have quality time to play that brings the
whole family together in a loving and fun way.

The Family Lake House
One of our favorite things to do each summer is to
visit the lake house that has been in our family for
generations and where Amanda spent many of her
summers growing up. There is so much to do

on the water - swimming, canoeing,
kayaking, and tubing. One of our favorites is to
canoe along the shore. The water is so calm and
the only sounds are the chirping of birds.

Right across the water from the cabin is Crooked Island. We canoe or

swim out there and pick out ‘gratitude stones’ - we collect little
rocks from certain places we visit to remind ourselves how
grateful we were to be there. While on the island, we also take turns
swinging from the rope swing into the lake. Amanda is afraid of heights so
she is usually the picture-taker while we launch ourselves into the water.

There are plenty of nature trails around the lake. We
like to take walks along a path that brings us past a
big white farmhouse, down a shady gravel road, and
back alongside a wide meadow. We often see birds
and deer. Some people set up tables and sell
vegetables straight from the garden. Your baby will

have an appreciation for nature & the simple
things in life, away from the big city and
technology.

We love to go into the small nearby town – one street
long with no stoplights. We visit the Saturday

morning market to purchase fresh bread and
cheese, and visit the general store where they
make homemade donuts. They only make two
flavors – plain and chocolate – but we grab plenty of
both!

A Day In the Life
Amanda works in marketing for an educational
company. Other than the occasional work trip, she

works from our home which gives her the
flexibility to attend school & community events and
pick up & drop off Christopher at school on the
days when we have him. Her company believes in
‘family first’ and allows Amanda to have flexible
work hours to attend to parenting priorities. Your
baby will benefit from the nearness of both
parents.

Russel co-owns an IT consulting company, where he
works part time. Russel has a lot of flexibility to
manage his own schedule. In addition to Amanda
working from home, Russel will be a stay-at-

home parent with your baby as he or she grows
up. He is a natural parent and a very nurturing
father who will cherish this responsibility deeply.

Dinners are an important time of the day for us.
During the week, it is usually just the two of us - or
three of us on nights and weekends when we have
Christopher. Sometimes we get together with our
extended family for big meals. We put a lot of
effort into spending quality time away from the TV
or phone. One of our golden rules is ‘no

technology at the table’. Instead, we share news
and stories with each other and usually end up
laughing about something funny that happened
that day.

Looking Forward …
Thank you for taking the time to learn about us and our family. We are so extremely
grateful to you for considering us to be the adoptive parents of your child.
Should you choose to bless us with your child, our commitment to you is that we will
always share, in alignment with your comfort level, your child’s journeys and
experiences through life. Your child will always know of your courageous and selfless
act of love.
We can only imagine how hard this decision must be for you as you want to be certain
that your child is raised in the best possible home. We promise to provide
unconditional love to your child - emotionally, physically and spiritually – along with a
lifetime of laughter and support.
We hope to speak to you soon!

